Summer 2017 Survey for Lessons Learned at Home:
Christian Families Share their Homeschooling Stories
Overview of This Book Project

Lessons Learned at Home aims to assist readers in answering the following questions, by drawing upon the insights of numerous homeschool families who complete the survey found on the pages that follow.

· Why do some families educate their children primarily in the home, others utilize public or parochial schools, and still others try some of each?

· How do Progressive, Classical, Christian, and Unschooling models for education differ from each other, and is it possible to integrate these philosophies into a coherent approach?

· What distinctive emphases do Lutheran, Catholic, and Reformed home education resources offer families?

· How do home educating parents coordinate their family schedules, select curricula, and track their progress?

· What have home educators done to pass muster with state requirements, make use of taxpayer-funded services, and prepare their children for the “real world”?

· How can home educators constructively address the concerns of grandparents, pastors, neighbors or others who have doubts about children not being in school?

· Where should you turn for more information, without wasting your time in the vast sea of online resources?

Whether you currently home educate your children, would like to do so, or are afraid to try, this book provides the insights you need to make an informed judgment—and to explain your choices to those who think differently.
Thank you for your eagerness to participate in this important study!
Instructions

1. Please read and sign the Consent Form first. (A copy of that form may be downloaded at http://www.intoyourhandsllc.com/publishing/books/71 through September 1, 2017.)
2. Please read all the questions in each part before answering any question in that part. This pre-reading will help you decide where best to include your responses so that they align with the specific topics of each question.
3. Please type each response in the box provided, using complete sentences in English.
4. To streamline the production process, please replace the word “RESPONSE” with your response and the word “LASTNAME” with your last name. Keep the dash that separates these two elements. (The editors will later replace your actual last name with a fictitious name to ensure your anonymity.) Example:
	This is how I homeschool.—MacPherson


5. Please use a standard typeface (avoid both ALL CAPS and bold). Italics for emphasis is permitted and encouraged.
6. Please capitalize “Mom” and “Dad” whenever you use them as a name replacement. Please refer to members of your family anonymously. For example, write: “On Saturday afternoons, Dad teaches history to our ten-year-old son, while Mom teaches reading to his five-year-old sister.” 
7. Please write “homeschool,” “homeschooled,” “homeschooling,” “homeschoolers,” etc. as one word without any hyphen. (We realize that conventions vary on this one, but we have chosen the one-word, no-hyphen approach for consistency.)
8. Please aim to write about two to five sentences per response. Occasionally, you may write a longer response, even spanning a few paragraphs, if you have an important story to share.
9. Feel free to skip any questions that do not seem as relevant to your family’s experience.
10. Please review your responses on all pages, ensuring that the information is complete and accurate to your satisfaction.
11. Save your file named as LLAH-LASTNAME.doc (e.g, LLAH-MACPHERSON.doc). Other acceptable formats include .docx (Microsoft Word) and .odt (OpenOffice/LibreOffice). Please do not send a PDF. If you use Macintosh Pages, please select File/Export and save as one of the formats just listed, rather than as a Pages file.
12. Answer at your leisure, but email a completed Consent Form and Survey no later than September 1, 2017 to survey@intoyourhandsllc.com, with LLAH as the subject.

Survey Part 1: Educational Philosophy

1A: State the three most important overall objectives you have set for your child(ren)’s education. How does homeschooling help you to accomplish these?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1B: What smaller goals do you have for your children to help as stepping stones to achieve your objectives?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1C: Summarize your approach to homeschooling—Classical, Unschooling, Unit Studies, Charlotte Mason, Eclectic, etc. What strengths does your own approach have? What weaknesses?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1D: What, in your experience or perception, is the least attractive aspect of public or private schools?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1E: What benefit(s) might your family be missing by homeschooling rather than enrolling at a public or private school?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1F: Describe your decision to homeschool. If your child(ren) began in a school, what prompted the transition? Did husband and wife both reach the same conclusion at the same time? 

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1G: How much money do you spend on homeschooling? How does that compare to what you would spend on a public or private school education?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1H: When regarding your philosophy of home education, which aspects do you consider non-negotiable? Which are merely preferences?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


1I: What has been the most challenging part about your choice to homeschool? What is the most rewarding part?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 2: Religious Training

2A: How do you provide direct religious training in the home? Describe your family’s home devotions, personal prayers, studies of Bible history, catechism review, memory work, discipline for character development and/or other overtly religious training. Do you teach religion as a subject like math and language, or do you integrate it into the overall life of the home?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


2B: What does your family do to provide a Christian home education when teaching literature, history, mathematics, or other subjects that may not so obviously be religious in nature?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


2C: Describe one or two specific instances in which a curriculum created by a denomination different from your own has enhanced your home education experience.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


2D: Describe one or two specific instances in which a curricula created by a denomination different from your own has hindered your home education experience.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


2E: Reflect: If the only curriculum available to homeschoolers was from the perspective of a different denomination, would you still prefer it to the curriculum found in public schools?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 3: Choosing Curricula

3A: After having developed a clear sense of your educational philosophy and objectives, how have you gone about finding curricula to serve those goals? Did the curricula itself ever cause you to rethink or reshape your goals?
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


3B: After matching up curricula with your goals, was there ever still a gap with respect to an individual child’s learning style or abilities? What happened next?
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


3C: Which curricula have you purchased, but decided not to use? Why?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


3D: Do you make use of any home education groups (e.g. Classical Conversations, church co-ops, online courses, etc.)? If so, how do these opportunities enrich your lives? In what ways, if any, do they add stress?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


3E: Which curricula do you find to be friendly for including several different age levels? Which subjects are more difficult for accommodating different levels?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


3F: Are there adequate homeschooling resources available for today’s families? Where might you see a niche for homeschooling curricula that still needs to be filled?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 4: Family Relationships

4A: How well does your vision for the future fit with the vision(s) of your child(ren)? If possible, provide an example of how a difference in opinion has been resolved in your family.
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4B: Do you teach differently for your children with different learning styles—visual, aural, kinesthetic?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4C: How do Dad and Mom share the teaching responsibilities? Does anyone else serve as a teacher—perhaps Grandma or an older sibling?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4D: Are Dad and Mom  involved equally in all homeschooling choices and duties? How does Dad remain the Biblical head of household if Mom is making more day-to-day decisions?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4E: What resources are available for home educating a child with special needs?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4F: How important was having siblings spend more time together in your decision to home educate? How does the choice affect their relationships?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4G: How and when do Mom and Dad communicate about individual student progress?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4H: How can families with extenuating circumstances (single parents, health problems, low income, etc.) make homeschooling work?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4I: Describe some volunteer or work experiences that a home education schedule has allowed for your child(ren) during the teen years.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4J: How has homeschooling affected your marriage? What challenges has it presented? What blessings has it bestowed?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


4K: Relate a story of personal or spiritual growth that you have experienced due to your choice to home educate your children.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 5: Scheduling Learning Activities

5A: Compare the amount of time various family members invest in homeschooling to public or private schooling. (If your family has had experience with both, use actual estimates, otherwise just theorize.) Also include commuting time and preparation. Which do you think is easier on the family’s schedule?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5B: Outline a typical year in your family’s educational schedule. Do you provide the same intensity of instruction year-round? Do the time investments of the father or mother shift from one season to the next? Have you decided to adjust the annual schedule as your family has grown or as prior patterns proved unsatisfactory?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5C: Broadly describe a typical week of your family’s schedule, starting with Sunday. If some days are roughly identical, you may lump them together.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5D: Pick two distinct days of the week and compare your family’s schedules on those two days. Briefly narrate each day’s activities, including both school activities and household activities, including naps, meals, chores, instruction, and family time.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5E: Describe the use of space in your home for education. Where do you teach your child(ren)? Where do your child(ren) study? How do you use the space of your home now differently than before you home educated?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5F: Do you make use of field-trips? Describe some that have gone well. What tips do you have to making them work?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5G: What have been the most rewarding aspects of the household routines you have established? The most frustrating?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5H: How do you find time for both housework and teaching? Do you compartmentalize these aspect of life, or are they quite fluid?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5I: What changes have you needed to make regarding housekeeping over the years as children have required more time from their parents for their school subjects?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


5J: What time-management advice would you offer to a family that is considering homeschooling?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 6: Assessment and Evaluation

6A: To what degree did your decision to home educate result from a concern that your child(ren) did not seem to be adequately progressing, or that their teacher did not appropriately evaluate your child(ren)?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6B: What standards have you adopted for benchmarking progress for various subjects? What techniques do you use to measure progress (daily, weekly, yearly) for your own benefit as the educator, for feedback for the child(ren), and for reporting to outside parties?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6C: How often do you reevaluate curricula? How often do you change based on the preferences or needs of of a subsequent child?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6D: What has been the greatest challenge you have experienced in determining how much to expect of your child(ren) or yourself? 

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6E: What do you do if something just doesn’t “click” for a particular child?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6F: For those of you who make use of standardized tests, which do you recommend and why?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


6G: What role does self-esteem play in a child’s educational development, and how does home education address this differently than a school might?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 7: Working with the State

7A: What are the home education laws for your state? Which laws do you think are relevant and helpful? Which are difficult to fulfill or unnecessary? (If you have been a home educator in more than one state, how did the states compare as to both the clarity and ease of the requirements?) How would you seek to amend the current laws regarding homeschooling?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


7B: How did you become informed of your state’s requirements for education (e.g, compulsory education laws, homeschooling reporting procedures, etc)? Explain if you discovered additional surprises along the way.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


7C: Have you ever made use of virtual public school as part of your homeschooling experience? How did it go? If not, what are your impressions?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


7D: Does your state or district allow applications for homeschooling families to receive money toward curricula, or give tax breaks for money spent for educational purposes? Give an overview if you have made use of financial compensation.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


7E: What, if any, taxpayer-funded services have you received from your district for your home-educated child(ren)? Consider athletics, music, special education, and other programs. Indicate how well or poorly these experiences have dove-tailed with your home education endeavors.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 8: Planning for the Future

8A: How does each of the following options fit your family’s plan for the future: attending a private college or university; going away to college vs. living at home; attending a public college or university; taking online or distance-learning courses from home; taking AP exams, CLEP tests or otherwise receiving college-level credit without the need to complete the actual courses.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8B: Are you open to the possibility of enrolling your child(ren) in a school in the future? Explain.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8C: Do you feel just as strong about the importance of homeschooling (and just as competent about your ability to home-educate) regarding all levels of education? Do you see important differences between preschool, grade school, junior high, high school, and college?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8D: What would you like to see your child(ren) accomplish after completing high school-level education? Explain any differences you may have in regard to your dreams for sons as compared to daughters.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8E: How would you respond to someone who inquired about how effectively homeschooling prepares children for “the real world”? If possible, relate a story about a discussion like this that you have had.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8F: What is your single greatest fear concerning your child(ren)’s future?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


8G: What is your single greatest hope for your child(ren)’s future?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 9: Communication with Outsiders

9A: How supportive have you felt that the other adults in your children’s lives have been of your decision to home educate? (Feel free to give examples or share a story.)

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9B: What could your church/pastor/family/community do to support you in achieving the home education goals you have for your children?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9C: Have you ever witnessed a remarkable change in someone’s attitude toward home education, for better or worse?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9D: How do you address the question of the proper socialization of your children?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9E: How do you respond when friends or relatives voice concerns about your homeschooling choices? What do you wish these critical parties could understand?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9F: What advice do you have for families who are on the fence about homeschooling?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9G: What advice do you have for current homeschooling families?

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


9H: What other questions have not been posed in this survey, but you think should be addressed? Feel free to offer a response.

	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Survey Part 10: Recommended Resources 

10A: What are your favorite curricula? Why? Divide by levels (preschool, grade school, middle school, high school) and subjects (math, science, history, social studies, art, music, languages, literature, English, writing, handwriting,etc). Summarize each in a sentence or two.
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


10B: Please list the most helpful books or articles (but not websites) concerning homeschooling. Provide as much bibliographic information as you are able (author, title, publisher, year, ISBN) and also write about one sentence noting what you found helpful (e.g., “Chapter 3 provides an excellent guide for...” or “The real-life experiences in this book provided me with models I could readily   put to use....”).
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


10C: Please list the most helpful websites concerning homeschooling. Provide both the URL and the name of the sponsoring organization, and also write about one sentence noting what you found helpful (e.g., “This site contains an archive of hundreds of articles organized in useful categories, such as teaching tips, curriculum selection, and legal compliance....”).
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


10D: Please list the most helpful organizations and conferences concerning homeschooling. Some of these groups may have been covered in the previous question (websites), but in other cases, the organization’s website may not be that spectacular, but the regional conferences it hosts might be very helpful. Simply list the name of the sponsoring organization and explain the kinds of conferences it offers, and how you have benefited from participating. You also might include practical information, such as membership fees, and indicate to what degree you think the cost is worthwhile.
	RESPONSE—LASTNAME


Personal Contact Information
(Names, addresses, phone numbers and email addresses will not be published. Please provide them soley for the purpose of communicating with the Editors and Publisher.)

First and Last names of Participants:

	


Address of Participants (This will be used to send your family a complimentary copy of the book upon publication):

	


Primary Email Address (This will be used to contact you with additional questions and to have you approve the draft before publication. Please be sure it is an active address checked regularly, or we cannot guarantee your ability to review the manuscript and suggest changes prior to publication):

	


1. How long have you been married?

	


2. Child(ren)’s Age, Gender, Age, and Education (e.g., “exclusively homeschooled,” or “parochial school K-2nd, then homeschooled 3rd to present,” or “homeschooled ages 3 to 7, then parochial school”):

	


3. Current Church Affiliation (e.g., denomination, synod, or other association to which your congregation belongs):

	


4. Prior Church Affiliation(s) if different than above. Please provide years.

	


5. In which state(s) have you homeschooled? If more than one, please provide years.

	


6. Educational Background of the Husband/Father (Grade school? High school? College? Graduate

school? Homeschool? Apprenticeship or other “life experience” learning?)

	


7. Current Occupation(s) of the Husband/Father:

	


8. Educational Background of the Wife/Mother.

	


9. Current Occupation(s) of the Wife/Mother:

	


10. Prior Occupation(s) of Parents during earlier homeschooling years (indicate time frames):

	


11. Volunteer Activities of the Husband/Father during homeschooling years:

	


12. Volunteer Activities of the Mother/Father during homeschooling years:

	


13. Please include any additional information that you think might be helpful for understanding your family (for example, are any of your children adopted or in your foster care? do any of your children have special educational needs? do any members of your extended family live in your household?):

	


 Thank you! May God richly bless your efforts to train up your children.
Please review your responses on all pages, ensuring that the information is
complete and accurate to your satisfaction. Email your completed Consent Form and Survey no later than September 1, 2017 to survey@intoyourhandsllc.com, with LLAH as the subject.
