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Perhaps you’ve heard the term “Classical Education,” but you’re not clear what it means. Maybe you 
understand the basics, but feel uncertain on how to implement this methodology in your classroom. 
This session will outline the basic philosophy of classical education and brainstorm practical ideas for 
incorporation across the curriculum, including a discussion of our Classical Lutheran heritage.

Outline
I. Introduction

A) What is the Purpose of Education?
B) Christian Education’s Answer 

II. Defining Classical Education:
A) A Quest for Truth, Beauty, and Goodness,
B) Using The Liberal Arts,
C) As Preparation for a Life of Service.

III. The Lutheran’s Classical Heritage
A) Augustine Borrows the Best of Greek and Roman Methodology
B) Luther Praises the Liberal Arts and Uses Them to Reform the Schools
C) Walther and German Lutherans Immigrate to America in Order to Begin Schools
D) The Heritage of Classical Education for Lutheran Schools Today

IV. American Education Takes a Turn for the Worse
A) The Prussian Model Aims to Delude Education
B) Western Civilization is Interpreted as Oppressive
C) Progressive Educators Demand Autonomy and Freedom from Indoctrination

V. Classical Education Implementation in Grade School Content Areas
A) Religion
B) Language Arts

1. Reading
2. Literature
3. English
4. Writing

C) History (not “Social Studies”)
D) Math
E) Science
F) The Arts
G) Everything—and Anything—Else!
H) Latin?
I) Special Education and Struggling Learners?

VI. Conclusion
A) The Education Model That Has Lasted 1,500 Years
B) Evaluating Your Curriculum in Light of a Classical Model
C) God’s Abundant Love and Forgiveness For You and Your Classroom
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